ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Although reliable methods of solid-phase DNA synthesis using the DMTr group to protect the 5'-hydroxyl group of nucleotide units were established, the DMTr group is not ideal for acidic deprotection at successive cycles, giving rise to deprination, particularly with V-benzoyl-Z-deoxyadenosine residues.
1 When the DMTr group is used to protect the 5'-hydroxyl group in RNA synthesis in combination with the acid-labile Thp group to protect the 2'-hydroxyl group, it has been shown that repeated acidic treatment leads to significant loss of the Thp group. 
RESULTS AND DISCUTION
The protecting reagents, 6-(levulinyloxymethyl) Successful synthesis of oligodeoxyribonucleotides using the LMMoNBz group prompted us to extend our studies to the synthesis of oligoribonucleotides. We also investigated synthesis of oligoribonucleotides using the LMMoNBz group in combination with the acid-labile 1-ethoxyethyl (EE) group 8 to protect the 2'-hydroxyl group. 
